				2024 – 2025 Memorials

Dale Fred Ferguson     March 23, 1934 – November 5, 2024
Dale Ferguson of Edmonton, formerly of Red Deer and Ponoka, passed away at the age of 90.  Dale grew up in southern Saskatchewan, later moved to Edmonton and then Ponoka.  He taught school at the Ponoka Junior High School (industrial education) from where he retired.  He was an outdoor enthusiast, wood worker, and inventor.

Beverly Marian Nicholas     August 22, 1947 – February 6, 2025
Bev was born and raised on the family farm near Gleichen, Alberta.  Bev’s educational journey began at Cluny School.  She took a brief break from her teaching career to further her education and graduated with Distinction from the University of Calgary, with a Bachelor of Education in 1981.  Her teaching career, which began two years after High School, spanned several communities, including Wheatland County, Calgary, Ponoka, and ultimately, Rimbey.  There, she touched the lives of countless students, serving as a teacher, counselor, and eventually, Assistant Principal, mentoring several generations along the way.

Mary L. Stoltz Jones     Oct. 28, 1927 – May 18, 2025
Mary was born in Coronation, Alberta.  After graduating high school from Mount Royal College, she went on to complete her BEd from the U of A with a degree in Home Economics.  Mary’s teaching career covered many locations and subjects including one summer at New Moose Community near Breton, one year in Marwayne teaching grades 4, 5, and 6, and two years in Camrose teaching home economics.  After Camrose, she applied for a teaching position with a fruit company teaching in Central America.  Before she heard back from the company, she accepted a position in Yellowknife, NWT setting up their Home Economics Department.  Then the move was made back to the family farm in the Silver Heights area in east central Albert in 1964.  Shortly after moving back to the farm, she went back to teaching at the Brownfield School, grades 5 and 6 and Junior High math.  After moving to Ponoka in 1976 she taught at the grade 5 level and finished a 22 year teaching career teaching home economics at the Ponoka Junior High School.

Joyce Lorraine Tona (Hinde)     1936 – April 24, 2025
Joyce began her education in a one room schoolhouse at the Grand Court School near Elnora, Alberta, which was a quick run down the hill from her house.  She completed high school in Trochu, Alberta, close to home.  Her love of school helped Joyce choose her career as a school teacher, as well as a piano teacher upon the completion of her musical studies with the Royal Conservatory of Music.  Her first teaching position was in Rimbey, teaching grade 3.  Joyce eventually retired from teaching, but continued as a substitute teacher and taught music in her home for over twenty years.  She touched the lives of many people through her teaching, music lessons and volunteer work.

Karon Elaine Beck (Kraushaar)     April 24, 1952 – April 4, 2025
[bookmark: _GoBack]Karon was the wife of teacher, Bruce Beck.  She was born in Melville, Saskatchewan.  Growing up on a farm was where her love for critters of all sizes was fostered and this love would continue into adulthood.  Karon moved to Central Alberta in the early 70’s and would later meet her soulmate Bruce in 1982 where they eventually settled down in Sylvan Lake.  For 43 years, they shared a passion for music, love of travel and shared a political view of the world.  She was a talented organist starting as a youngster, a passionate wine maker, and fantastic cook.  Her caring and energetic nature made her loved by many.

Shirley Adelaide Kohlman (Scheidl)     March 10, 1940 – April 1, 2025
Shirley was the wife of teacher Nick Kohlman.  She was born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  After high school, she entered nursing training at the Misericordia Hospital in Edmonton, Alberta, graduating in 1961.  She worked as a registered nurse at the Misericordia, Camrose, Wetaskiwin and Ponoka Hospitals, as well as being a home care nurse with the Wetoka Health Unit for many years.  

